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1 . MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO WAS DEVOTED TO 
THE RPOBLEM OF THE CABRANES'S NOMINATION. LIEVANO SAID HE 
AND THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN RELIABLY INFORMED THAT THE MAYOR 
OF MIAMI, MAURICE FERRE, HAD BEEN CONTACTING PRO- 
MINENT COLOMBIANS VISITING MIAMI (OF WHICH THERE ARE QUITE A 
FEW) AND, CLAIMING TO SPEAK WITH THE AUTHORITY OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER AND SECRETARY VANCE, HAD WARNED THESE COLOMBIANS THAT 
USG WOULD TAKE REPRISALS AGAINST COLOMBIA IF CABRANES WERE 
NOT ACCEPTED. SPECIFICALLY, FERRE REPORTEDLY THREATENED THAT 
VISIT OF MRS. CARTER COULD BE CALLED OFF AS A RESULT. 

2. LIEVANO SAID HE AND PRESIDENT WERE ASTONISHED BY FERRE S 
ACTIONS AND COULD NOT UNDERSTAND HIS INVOLVEMENT. LIEVANO ADDED 
THAT IT WAS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH GOC THROUGH 
SUCH AN IRREGULAR CHANNEL AND IMPROPER MEANS. 

3. I TOLD LIEVANO THAT I HAD NO OTHER INFORMATION ON FERRE S 
REPORTED ACTIVITIES BUT THAT I PERSONALLY COULD NOT BELIEVE HE 
ACTUALLY HAD AUTHORIZATION FROM THE PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY 
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VANCE TO TAKE SUCH A LINE. I ALSO STRESSED THAT THE VISIT OF 
MRS. CARTER AND THE NOMINATION OF CABRANES WERE TWO 
DIFFERENT ISSUES AND THAT, AS LIEVANO SURELY KNEW ALREADY, 

EMBASSY WAS AT THAT THIS VERY MOMENT WORKING CLOSELY WITH HIS 
STAFF TO SET UP THE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
VISIT. I ASSURED LIEVANO THAT I WOULD REPORT THIS MATTER ALLEG- 
EDLY CONCERNING FERRE IMMEDIATELY TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
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CALMING DOWN, LIEVANO ASKED WHETHER I HAD RECEIVED ANY FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS OR MESSAGES FROM THE DEPARTMENT AS A RESULT OF OUR 
REPORT OF ASST SECRETARY TODMAN'S CONVERSATION WITH HIM ABOUT 
CABRANES. I TOLD HIM THAT I HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY FURTHER 
WORD FROM WASHINGTON ON THE MATTER, 

4. LIEVANO REMINDED ME THAT IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH TODMAN HE 
HAD STRESSED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO LEAKS ON THE PROBLEM. YET, 

HE SAID, WITHIN 24 HOURS THERE HAD BEEN A U.S. LEAK WHICH HAD 
DISTURBED HIM AND THE PRESIDENT VERY MUCH. LIEVANO IMPLIED THAT 
THE LEAK HAD BEEN INTENTIONAL. I URGED HIM NOT TO JUMP TO SUCH 
CONCLUSION AND I DREW HIS ATTENTION TO FACT THAT THE WIRE SERVICE 
STORY IN QUESTION CONCERNED SEVERAL AMBASSADORS, THAT THERE HAD 
UNFORTUNATELY BEEN SUCH LEAKS BEFORE, AND THAT I FELT SURE IT HAD 
NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED. 

5. LIEVANO THEN REFERRED TO COLOMBIAN PRESS REPORTS CRITIC 
OF THE CABRANES NOMINATION. HE SAID HE REGRETTED THESE 
BECAUSE HE SAID WE SHOULD NOTE THEM AS EVIDENCE OF THE NEGATIVE 
PUBLIC SENTIMENT THAT HE HAD PREDICTED IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH 
TODMAN. HE THEN WENT INTO A REITERATION OF THE ARGUMENTS AND 
COMMENTS HE HAD MADE TO TODMAN AGAINST THE CABRANES NOMINATION. 

HE COMMENTED THAT GOCS UNFORTUNATE EXPERIENCE WITH FORMER AMBASS- 
ADOR SANCHEZ HAD WORSENED THE ATMOSPHERE SURROUNDING THE CABRANES 
NOMINATION BUT SAID THAT NONETHELESS THAT WAS A FACT 

OF LIFE HERE. HE SAID HE WOULD UNDERSTAND, AS A POLITICIAN HIMSELF, 

HOW DOMESTIC POLL 

TICAL FACTORS COULD PREVAIL OVER FOREIGN RE- 
LATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH AN AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENT BUT FELT 
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NONETHELESS THAT IT WAS UNFAIR TO INFLICT SUCH A MOVE ON COLOMBIA, 
PARTICULARLY AFTER THE SANCHEZ EXPERIENCE. HE AND THE PRESIDENT 
DEEPLY FELT THAT COLOMBIA DESERVED SOMETHING BETTER AT THIS TIME. 

IN THIS CONNECTION HE RECALLED HIS EARLIER REMARK TO SECRETARY 
TODMAN THAT USG SOMETIMES SEEMS TO MAKE PRACTICE 
OF SENDING FIRST-RATE ENVOYS ONLY TO THOSE COUNTRIES WHO MAKE 
TROUBLE. 

6. I REITERATED THE REMARKS ASST TODMAN HAD MADE EARLIER IN 
SUPPORT OF CABRANES' QUALIFICATIONS AND STRESSED THAT SECRETARY 
VANCE HAD PERSONAL CONFIDENCE IN HIS ABILITIES AND HAD SELECTED HIM 
AS A MARK OF THE IMPORTANCE THE USG ATTACHED TO GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH THE GOC. LIEVANO FELL SILENT. THEN, HE REFERRED AGAIN TO HIS 
ANNOYANCE OVER FERRE. I REPEATED THAT I WOULD REPORT THIS TO 
WASHINGTON AND, AFTER THAT, LIEVANO INDICATED THE MEETING WAS 
OVER AND I DEPARTED. 

7. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR THAT TWO WEEKS' FURTHER REFLECTION ON THE 
CABRANES NOMINATION HAVE NOT ALTERED LIEVANO S ATTITUDE TOWARDS IT. 
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AT SAME TIME, I THINK HE WANTS TO AVOID HAVING THIS PROBLEM LEAD 
TO A MAJOR CONFRONTATION WITH US AND IS THEREFORE STILL SHYING AWAY 
FROM DENYING AGREMENT. OBVIOUSLY, HE IS HOPING THAT WASHINGTON 
WILL CONSIDER. 

DREXLER 
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